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Background Documentation 

EU ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAW 
 
 
Instructions for use of the document: 

Most of the legal instruments listed below are hyperlinked to EU law databases.  
To view the document, move the cursor to the respective title and click. 

If you would like to see the legal texts in another language, in most of the cases 
you can change the language code in the http-address (from the current “EN” to 
any other language code). 

 

A.  EU Law 

 
 Primary law 

A. 1.  Consolidated version of the Treaty on European Union: Articles 2, 3 and 6 
TEU 

A. 2.  Consolidated version of the Treaty on the functioning of the European 
Union (TFEU, ex EC Treaty): Articles 8-10, 18-19 and 157 

A. 3.  Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union: Chapters III and IV 
(Articles 20-38) 

 EU anti-discrimination Directives  

A. 4.  Council Directive 2000/43/EC of 29 June 2000 implementing the principle 
of equal treatment between persons irrespective of racial or ethnic origin 
(‘Racial Equality Directive’) 

A. 5.  Council Directive 2000/78/EC of 27 November 2000 establishing a general 
framework for equal treatment in employment and occupation 
(‘Employment Equality Directive’) 

 Proposals 

A. 6.  Proposal for a Council Directive on implementing the principle of equal 
treatment between persons irrespective of religion or belief, disability, 
age or sexual orientation. 
COM(2008) 426 final, Brussels, 2.7.2008 

 Commission Reports 

A. 7.  Joint Report on the application of Council Directive 2000/43/EC (‘Racial 
Equality Directive’) and of Council Directive 2000/78/EC (‘Employment 
Equality Directive’) 
COM(2014) 2 final. Brussels, 17.01.2014 (joint report) 
SWD(2014) 5 final. Brussels, 17.01.2014 (annexes) 

A. 8.  Report on the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) by the European Union 
SWD(2014) 182 final. Brussels, 5.6.2014 

http://publications.europa.eu/code/en/en-5000800.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:115:0013:0045:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:115:0047:0199:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:115:0047:0199:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0389:0403:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2000:180:0022:0026:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2000:303:0016:0022:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0426:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2014:0002:FIN:En:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0005&qid=1406623774773&from=DE
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/files/swd_2014_182_en.pdf
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 Council Recommendations 

A. 9.  Council Recommendation of 9 December 2013 on effective Roma 
integration measures in the Member States 

 Other relevant documents 

A. 10.  Publications of the European Network of legal experts 

A. 11.  FRA reports  

A. 12.  Equinet reports 

 CJEU case-law (on Directives 2000/43 and 2000/78) 

A. 13.  CJEU, 22 November 2005, C-144/04, Mangold  

A. 14.  CJEU, 11 July 2006, C-13/05, Chacón Navas  

A. 15.  CJEU, 16 October 2007, C-411/05, Palacios de la Villa  

A. 16.  CJEU, 1 April 2008, C-267/06, Maruko  

A. 17.  CJEU, 10 July 2008, C-54/07, Feryn 

A. 18.  CJEU, 17 July 2008, C-303/06, Coleman  

A. 19.  CJEU, 23 September 2008, C-427/06, Bartsch  

A. 20.  CJEU, 5 March 2009, C-388/07, Age Concern  

A. 21.  CJEU, 18 June 2009, C-88/08, Hütter  

A. 22.  CJEU, 12 January 2010, C-229/08, Wolf  

A. 23.  CJEU, 12 January 2010, C-341/08, Petersen  

A. 24.  CJEU, 19 January 2010, C-555/07, Kücükdeveci  

A. 25.  CJEU, 8 July 2010, C-246/09, Bulicke 

A. 26.  CJEU, 12 October 2010, C-45/09, Rosenbladt 

A. 27.  CJEU, 12 October 2010, C-499/08, Ingeniørforeningen i Danmark 

A. 28.  CJEU, 18 November 2010, C-250/09 and 268/09, Georgiev 

A. 29.  CJEU, 18 November 2010, C-356/09, Kleist 

A. 30.  CJEU, 10 March 2011, C-109/09, Deutsche Lufthansa  

A. 31.  CJEU, 10 May 2011, C-147/08, Römer  

A. 32.  CJEU, 12 May 2011, C-391/09, Runevič-Vardyn and Wardyn 

A. 33.  CJEU, 7 July 2011, C-310/10, Agafiţei and others 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013H1224(01)&from=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013H1224(01)&from=en
http://www.non-discrimination.net/publications
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publications-and-resources
http://www.equineteurope.org/-Equinet-publications-
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=56134&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656464
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=56459&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656541
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=70359&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656651
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=70854&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656750
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=67586&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656815
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=67793&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656882
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=68415&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656929
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=77505&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657015
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=75456&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657086
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=72660&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657168
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=72517&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657229
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=72658&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657274
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=83132&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657361
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=78726&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657496
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=78727&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657605
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=83844&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657695
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=83840&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=655701
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=80421&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657830
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=80921&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657885
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=82046&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=657967
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=108122&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658036
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A. 34.  CJEU, 21 July 2011, C-159/10 and 160/10, Fuchs and Köhler  

A. 35.  CJEU, 8 September 2011, C-297/10 and 298/10, Hennings and Mai 

A. 36.  CJEU, 13 September 2011, C-447/09, Prigge 

A. 37.  CJEU, 19 April 2012, C-415/10, Meister  

A. 38.  CJEU, 5 July 2012, C-141/11, Hörnfeldt  

A. 39.  CJEU, 7 June 2012, C-132/11, Tyrolean Airways Tiroler Luftfahrt  

A. 40.  CJEU, 6 November 2012, C-286/12, Commission v Hungary  

A. 41.  CJEU, 6 December 2012, C-124/11, C-125/11 and C 143/11, Dittrich and others 

A. 42.  CJEU, 6 December 2012, C-152/11, Odar  

A. 43.  CJEU, 31 January 2013, C-394/11, Belov 

A. 44.  CJEU, 11 April 2013, C-335/11 and C-337/11, Ring and Skouboe Werge 

A. 45.  CJEU, 25 April 2013, C-81/12, Asociaţia ACCEPT 

A. 46.  CJEU, 4 July 2013, C-312/11, Commission v Italy 

A. 47.  CJEU, 26 September 2013, C-476/11, HK Danmark 

A. 48.  CJEU, 26 September 2013, C-546/11, Dansk Jurist- og Økonomforbund 

A. 49.  CJEU, 12 December 2013, C-267/12, Hay  

A. 50.  CJEU, 16 January 2014, C-429/12, Pohl 

A. 51.  CJEU, 18 March 2014, C-363/12, Z. 

A. 52.  CJEU, 19 June 2014, C-501/12, Specht 

A. 53.  CJEU, 13 November 2014, C-416/13, Vital Pérez 

 
 

B. Council of Europe Law 

 
 ECHR 

B. 1.  European Convention on Human Rights, 1950: Articles 1-18 

 ECHR case law 

B. 2.  Factsheet - Gender Identity  

B. 3.  Factsheet - Homosexuality: criminal aspects  

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=107924&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658153
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=109244&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658219
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=109381&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658274
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=121741&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=656247
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=124743&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658551
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=123606&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658660
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=129324&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658710
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=131493&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658795
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=131494&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=658901
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=133241&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=659021
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=136161&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=659108
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=136785&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=129015
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=139105&pageIndex=0&doclang=FR&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=4474724
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=142214&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=253044
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=142201&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=253821
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=145530&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=261657
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=146434&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=563174
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=149388&pageIndex=0&doclang=En&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=521523
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?doclang=EN&text=&pageIndex=1&part=1&mode=req&docid=153813&occ=first&dir=&cid=300015
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?doclang=EN&text=&pageIndex=1&part=1&mode=req&docid=159557&occ=first&dir=&cid=607936
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Gender_identity_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Homosexuality_ENG.pdf
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B. 4.  Factsheet - Racial discrimination  

B. 5.  Factsheet - Roma and Travellers  

B. 6.  Factsheet - Sexual Orientation  

B. 7.  Factsheet – Freedom of Religion  

 Handbook 

B. 8.  Handbook on European non-discrimination law, 2010 

B. 9.  Case-law update July 2010-December 2011 

 
 

C. Other international instruments 

 
 UN 

C. 1.  Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948: Articles 1-2, 7, 21 and 23 

C. 2.  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966: Articles 2-3, 14, 
23-26 

C. 3.  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 1966: 
Articles 2-3, 7, 10 

C. 4.  Convention against Discrimination in Education 1960 

C. 5.  International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, 1965 

C. 6.  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women 1979 

C. 7.  Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 

C. 8.  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Optional 
Protocol, 2006 

 ILO 

C. 9.  ILO Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (C111)  

C. 10.  ILO Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (C110) 

C. 11.  ILO Workers with Family Responsibilities Convention, 1981 (C156) 

 
 

http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Racial_discrimination_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Roma_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Sexual_orientation_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Freedom_religion_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Handbook_non_discri_law_ENG_01.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Handbook_non_discri_law_ENG_02.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Pages/UDHRIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/DiscriminationInEducation.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CEDAW.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CEDAW.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312256:NO
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312245:NO
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO:12100:P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312301:NO
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